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PRINCIPLES 


The Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom was 
originated in 1915 in the midst of 
the first World War, with Jane Ad- 
dams as its first president. Through- 
out its history it has maintained a 
policy and program consistent with 
its purpose to work by non-violent 
means for the establishment of those 
political, economic, social and psy- 
chological conditions throughout 
the world which can assure peace 
and freedom. 

PEACE: 

The peace for which we work is 
much more than the absence of war 
or the maintenance of order through 
dominance of force. It is a positive 
principle of human relations and 
can be found only where there is 
free co-operation for the common 
good. 

FREEDOM: 

Liberty of the human spirit is a 
basic value. Although freedom must 
be exercised with responsibility, and 
individuals in society may have to 
accept much control in the interest 
of the common good, nevertheless 
they must have the right to contrib- 
ute to decisions and to express dif- 
fering opinions through free demo- 
cratic processes. Any infringement 
of this rieht goes counter to the 
dignity of the individual and en- 
dangers other values of a good 
society. 

JUSTICE: 

Justice is essential to peace and 
freedom. The deep-seated injustices 
in the economic, political, and social 
structures open the way for the 
erowth of totalitarianism. The 
League supports, as the best answer 
to the threat of totalitarianism, the 
development of a democratic social 
order in which the dynamic forces 
of scientific discovery and economic 


change can be utilized to enrich 
the life of all members of the human 
family. The realization of such a 
social order should be _ sought 
through the use of non-violent tech- 
niques. 

To insure justice, responsible gov- 
ernments, national and local, must 
faithfully uphold the right to an 
open and fair trial, due process, and 
equality before the law. 


INTERNATIONAL POLICIES 
I. UNITED NATIONS: 

Throughout the 39 years of its 
existence the League has stood for 
a strong international organization 
functioning democratically within 
the framework of law as essential to 
lasting peace. We believe that the 
United Nations represents a stage 
of such an organization, and as such 
we give it our full support. Its ef- 
fectiveness must depend on the 
willingness of nations to co-operate 
and to relinquish sovereignty in cer- 
tain areas, such as the control of 
armaments for the sake of the se- 
curity of all. 

The League believes that the pri- 
mary responsibility of the United 
Nations as outlined in the Charter 
is to operate as an instrument of 
mediation, negotiation, conciliation, 
and judicial review in resolving 
world tensions rather than to rely 
on collective security by military 
might as a means of stopping ag- 
eression or settling international 
disputes. 

The League urges the govern- 
ments represented in the United 
Nations to use the facilities of the 
International Court of Justice for 
the settlement of disputes. 

The League believes that the 
United Nations can function ade- 
auately only if the independence of 
the Secretariat as stated in the Char- 
ter is maintained and if all the 


peoples of the world are included as 
members of the United Nations and 
are represented by their de facto 
governments. 

The League further urges the gov- 
ernments to give greater support 
to the Economic and Social Council 
and the specialized agencies dedi- 
cated to removing the age-old causes 
of human misery—poverty, hunger 
and disease. The extension of their 
services under proper safeguards, 
combined with the provision for 
needed capital through an irnterna- 
tional fund, would not only aid in 
raising the standard of living of 
mankind, but also provide valuable 
experience through increased inter- 
national co-operation. 

II. WORLD DISARMAMENT: 

The Women’s _ International 
League for Peace and Freedom be- 
lieves that disarmament is a neces- 
sary means toward the security of 
all nations and peoples. The knowl- 
edge that weapons threaten ulti- 
mate destruction makes it impera- 
tive for nations to abandon the 
threat and use of force and to sub- 
stitute the more difficult techniques 
of negotiation with a will to suc- 
ceed. This effort is at present largely 
nullified by the pervasive distrust 
and fear which cannot be dispelled 
as long as the arms race continues. 
If nations agree to disarm, their 
collective efforts may then be di- 
rected toward recognition of the 
dignity and worth of the human 
person and toward meeting ma- 
terial needs basic to the good life. 
Herein lies the real security. 

III. INTERNATIONAL ECO- 
NOMIC DEVELOPMENT: 

We recognize that the low eco- 
nomic status of vast areas of the 
world results in human suffering as 
well as in serious international prob- 
lems. Believing in the use of the 
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resources of the world for the bene- 
fit of its people, we support an in- 
ternational program of mutual as- 
sistance, courageous in magnitude 
and free from military commit- 
ment. While we recognize certain 
values in programs of economic de- 
velopment initiated by individual 
countries and private enterprise we 
believe such programs carried on by 
and through the United Nations and 
its specialized agencies are prefer- 
able since they furnish adequate 
safeguards against economic exploi- 
tation, avoid fear of imperialistic 
aims or military commitments, and 
inspire the confidence essential to 
achieve democratic and peaceful de- 
velopment. 

We believe that economic crises 
and despair often drive people to 
the desperate remedies offered by 
totalitarianism while economic and 
social welfare promotes the growth 
of peace and democracy. 

IV. WORLD TRADE: 

The Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom be- 
lieves that the economic health of 
all nations depends upon free inter- 
change of goods without considera- 
tion of political differences. We 
believe further that this free flow of 
goods is one of the best means to- 
ward peaceful co-existence, interna- 
tional co-operation and world sta- 


bility. 
V. SELF-DETERMINATION 
OF PEOPLES: 


The Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom be- 
lieves that the exploitation of sub- 
ject peoples is intolerable. We be- 
lieve that the United States, con- 
sistent with its historical experience, 
should support the principle of self- 
determination. We deplore the sub- 
sidizing of colonial powers and the 
support of reactionary leaders. We 
reject all policies which allow expe- 
diency for political or military goals 
to take precedence over human 
rights and freedoms. 


We likewise deplore the fact. that 
the Trusteeship Council of the 
United Nations, which is designed 
to advance non-self-governing terri- 
tories toward independence, has not 
been faithfully supported by some 
member nations. Since the problem 
of helping peoples toward self-gov- 
ernment is complicated by the fact 
that they are being used as pawns in 
the struggle for power, we call upon 
all governments of the world to give 
support in deed as well as in word 
to the principle of self-determination 
of peoples. 

As no individual can live to him- 
self alone in any organized society, 
so no nation should act for its in- 
terest without consideration of the 
economic and political inter-depen- 
dence of all nations in the world 
today. 


VI. FREE MOVEMENT 
OF PEOPLES: 

The League believes in the free 
movement of people and vigorously 
opposes transfers of people without 
their consent. We are deeply con- 
cerned over the problems of those 
people made homeless and stateless 
by war and oppression. Many lack 
the material and legal requisites of 
migration. We urge full financial and 
political support for the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees and early ratification 
of the Convention on Status of Refu- 
gees. We further urge the inclusion 
of the Emergency Fund which is 
used for the care and maintenance 
of refugees remaining unsettled 
when the International Refugee Or- 
ganization closed. 


VII. HUMAN RIGHTS: 

The Women’s _ International 
League for Peace and Freedom re- 
affirms its faith in the fundamental 
rights and in the dignity and worth 
of the human person. The League 
believes “all human beings are born 
free and equal in dignity and rights; 
that they are endowed with reason 
and conscience and should act to- 
ward one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood.” 

Therefore the League supports 
the continuing efforts of the United 
Nations to promote human rights by 
all non-violent means. Such would 
include all actions undertaken by 
the agencies of the United Nations 
to implement the obligations of the 
Charter ; the recognition by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of meritorious com- 
plaints by private petition, the 
United Nations’ inquiry into forced 
labor wherever it is used; and the 
drafting of the covenants for rati- 
fication by member states. 

The League believes that geno- 
cide is a crime against humanity 
and deplores the fact that the 
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United States has so far refused to 
ratify the Genocide Convention. 

Since the right to life is a funda- 
mental human right, the Women’s 
International League for Peace 
and Freedom asserts that no au- 
thority is entitled to sentence a 
human being to death. Capital pun- 
ishment contributes to the brutali- 
zation of the mind of man. The 
League holds that a State which 
considers an act of murder a capi- 
tal crime ought not to make itself 
guilty of taking life. The League 
holds this view in full agreement 
with the principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations and of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, which clearly points out 
that the maintenance of peace is 
inseparably connected with the re- 
spect for life and the dignity and 
worth of man. 


DOMESTIC POLICIES 

I. FREEDOM OF THOUGHT 
AND SPEECH AND RIGHT 
OF ASSEMBLY: 

The guarantee of the right of 
freedom of thought and speech and 
assembly is basic for a free society. 
Founded on respect for the indivi- 
dual, it affords a necessary safe- 
guard both for the individual against 
tyranny, and for society against 
stagnation. Its protection demands 
vigilance on the part of all citizens, 
a recognition of the distinction be- 
tween thought, speech, and overt 
act, and an awareness of the evils 
of coercion. 

In times of crisis, vigilance is par- 
ticularly necessary since fear of 
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to subversion and treason breeds an 
atmosphere where measures endan- 
a- gering independence of thought are 
’s countenanced or even approved. 
The Women’s International 
1- League for Peace and Freedom 
a strongly condemns the increasing 
1- infringement of the right of freedom 
i- of thought through loyalty oaths, 
1e congressional investigating commit- 
h tees, and vigilance groups of “super 
i- patriots.” The measures adopted 
lf lead frequently to praise of unthink- 
le ing conformity, to enforced silence, 
it and to the penalizing of courageous 
or dissent. They reach into the very 
le citadel of freedom of thought in re- 
n ligious organizations and in institu- 
it tions of higher learning. They thus 
is undermine the foundation of the 
American government. 
d The Women’s International 


League for Peace and Freedom op- 
(poses loyalty and security programs 
which subject public servants to se- 
cret trials, anonymous accusations, 


r charges for undefined crimes, con- 
tinuing jeopardy, and summary 
of punishment by destroying careers 
d and tarnishing reputations. The 
i dignity, integrity and effectiveness 
a of government are seriously impaired 
P when public servants become fear- 
st ful in the execution of their duties 
st and are exposed to extraordinary 
s risks in the exercise of their rights 
~ as free men. 
4 Whatever the dangers of subver- 
‘t sion and treason, the best defense 
s of American democracy lies in reli- 
ance on the Constitution and the 
re Bill of Rights and on judicial pro- 


of cedure. 


II. FREEDOM OF 
CONSCIENCE: 

This fear of subversion and trea- 
son further encourages the extension 
of militarism and the police state in 
ever-increasing areas of national 
life. Through the perversion of the 
concept of loyalty and service, free- 
dom of conscience is denied or penal- 
ized. 

The Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom has 
consistently sought and supported 
non-violent and creative alternative 
solutions to problems of tension and 
strife. There may be periods in 
history when refusal to co-operate 
in programs that deny and debase 
the dignity of the human spirit may 
be the only recourse that can con- 
scientiously be taken. The League 
supports all those who for con- 
science’ sake are opposed to signing 
loyalty oaths, to paying that share 
of their taxes which goes for mili- 
tary purposes, and all those who 
take their stand against conscription 
and military service. This support 
includes those who claim status as 
conscientious objectors under the 
law, as well as those who for con- 
science’ sake take their stand against 
the system of conscription by refus- 
ing to register. 

III. ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL WELFARE: 

The League reiterates its convic- 
tion that government exists for the 
sake of the citizen. The first con- 
cern of government is, therefore, to 
obtain and maintain the conditions 
which contribute toward the maxi- 
mum development of its citizens. 

Wherever private enterprise and 
individual concern fail to provide 
the essential facilities for health, 
housing, education, employment and 
economic protection for all citizens, 
the League believes it is the prov- 
ince of government to make avail- 
able through proper legislative pro- 
cess, the requisite conditions for the 
maintenance of human dignity. Such 
legislation should include carefully 
drawn safeguards to insure demo- 
cratic controls, and should use ex- 
isting institutions as far as possible. 

We recommend that those natural 
resources owned and developed by 
the Federal Government be retained 
for the benefit of all our citizens. 
We deplore the present trend of 
turning over to the control of indi- 
vidual states and private enterprises 
such vast natural resources as off- 
shore oil, mineral deposits, forests 
and grazing lands and electric pow- 
er generated by our great river 
projects. We further deplore the 
efforts to turn over to private busi- 
ness, without adequate safeguard 
for the public interest, the develop- 
ment of atomic energy for industrial 


and commercial purposes. 
IV. LABOR: 

The League believes that a vig- 
orous and democratic labor move- 
ment is the best safeguard for the 
rights of workers and has a perma- 
nent and valuable place in our econ- 
omy. We recognize that strikes are 
often labor’s only effective means to 
obtain redress of legitimate griev- 
ances which management refuses to 
consider or negotiate in good faith. 
However, peace in labor-manage- 
ment relations can best be achieved 
by negotiation based on a knowledge 
of conditions in the industry and by 
a sense of responsibility to the com- 
munity on the part of both labor and 
management. 

Vv. ABOLITION OF 
DISCRIMINATION: 

The League urges effective action 
to eliminate from all phases of our 
national life discrimination based on 
race, sex, religion, politics, economic 
status or national origin. We urge 
the removal of all barriers to the 
free and equal exercise of the fran- 
chise and of free and equal oppor- 
tunity for education, employment 
and housing. The carrying out of 
this policy necessitates not only op- 
posing infringements on civil liber- 
ties.and civil rights, but also creating 
a social climate in which discrimina- 
tion cannot flourish. To this end we 
urge the use of such non-violent 
means as education, legislation, me- 
diation, negotiation and conciliation. 

The League believes that segrega- 
tion is wrong; it breeds discrimina- 
tion; and it must be abolished. Re- 
joicing in the recent unanimous 
decision of the Supreme Court that 
segregation in education is uncon- 
stitutional, the League believes that 
the same principle should be ex- 
tended and applied to all other fields. 
VI. FREEDOM OF 

COMMUNICATION 
AND TRAVEL: 

The League condemns all censor- 
ship of the news which interferes 
with free exchange of opinion and 
full access to reliable information. 
The League recognizes that the ab- 
sence of governmental control does 
not insure the needed freedom of 
communication. 

To the extent to which the motion 
pictures, press, radio and television 
are not available for the differing, 
free and full expression of opinion, 
there cannot be the free discussion 
and full information on which demo- 
cratic policy depends. We further 
deplore the controls exerted by those 
groups within local communities or 
areas which seek to limit release of 
material which they consider con- 
trary to their circumscribed views 
and opinions. 

(Continued on Page 4) 


NOTE ON THE RELATION BETWEEN PRINCIPLES. POLICIES AND PROGRAM 
The relation between principles, policies, and program is sometimes not made clear. The principles state 
the basic ideals which characterize any good society. They are of the broadest generality and do not change 


from year to year, but are the norms by which all socia! institutions are to be measured. 
The policies are in the main conditions for the realization of these basic ideals. 


For instance, the sel’ 


determination of peoples is, we believe necessary for securing freedom and justice for the citizens of any 
nation. The policies are not as basic as the principles but they also do not vary. ; 

The program of the League on the other hand must alter with changing conditions. It must emphasize 
now one and now another aspect of the policies. The priorities in the program are still more limited. Since 
the resources of the League both in money and personnel are very limited, we must select priorities very care- 
fully so that we can focus attention on those issues which seem most urgent at a given time. The League 
heartily supports all social changes that we believe to be making for the realization of the ideals of peace, free- 
dom and justice, but we can work actively for only a comparatively few measures. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE, 1954 


RESOLUTION: Re Settlement of the Indo-China War 
The United States Section of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, assembled in Annual Meeting in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, June 11-15, 1954, is convinced that inter- 
vention by the United States in Indo-China will almost inevitably 
mean the beginning of atomic war and incalculable disaster to 
humanity. We have been profoundly shocked to see how close 
to this fatal step the United States Government has been during 
recent months and to know that danger is still imminent. 
We again urge our government to abandon the short-term 
and self-defeating policy of seeking security through threats of 
massive retaliation and through military alliances, specifically 
the Asian Defense Pact, which is being pressed against the wishes 
of the independent Asian nations. 
We declare that there are positive creative alternatives, among 
them proposals made by Asians for Asia, notably those of the 
Colombo Conference and Prime Minister Nehru. Of these we 
suggest the following: 
1. Immediate cease-fire in Indo-China 
2.Submission of the problem of Indo-China to the General 
Assembly of the United Nations 

3. As evidence of sincerity and faith in peaceful processes, a 
world armament stand-still during negotiations toward a 
peace settlement. 


RESOLUTION: Re Settlement in Korea 

The United States Section of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, assembled in Annual Meeting in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, June 11-15, 1954, believes that the Korean 
question should be referred to the United Nations for an early 
settlement. The status quo cannot be much longer maintained 
in a homogeneous nation, divided by two opposing international 
forces. The real threat exists that renewed fighting might set 
off a global war of extermination. 

The League further believes that differences between the 
North and South Korean proposals for a settlement can be ad- 
justed if the Great Powers demonstrate their good will toward 
the Korean people and refrain from using Korea as a pawn in 
the struggle between East and West. 

The Women’s International League urges that the United 
Nations—particularly the Great Power members—in conformity 
+ 69 the resolution calling for a free, independent and re-united 

orea, 

1. Agree to guarantee non-interference in that buffer state 

2. Agree to return their country, without prejudice, to the 

Korean people, long silenced by their own leaders, so they 
may shape anew their own national future through demo- 
cratic processes. 


RESOLUTION: Re Aid to Latin American Countries 

The United States Section of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, assembled in Annual Meeting in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, June 11-15, 1954, deeply concerned with the 
present crisis in Latin-America and particularly in Guatemala, 
earnestly recommends to the President and to the Congress im- 
mediate reconsideration of its hemispheric policy to the end that 
the good neighbor policy may be restored and strengthened. The 
shipment of arms by this country as well as by other nations, pro- 
motes suspicion and distrust among the Latin-American countries, 
gives rise to charges of colonialism and imperialism and fails to 
meet the real problems of those countries. We urge our govern- 
ment to recognize that our southern neighbors require extensive 
economic and technical assistance on an unprecedented scale to 
enable them to alleviate the deplorable conditions of poverty and 
insecurity which are the breeding grounds of communism and 
dictatorships. 


To this end we recommend the wholehearted and generous 
cooperation of this government with the Organization of Ameri- 
can States in the proposed economic conference scheduled for 
November of this year, and that we utilize the resources of that 
organization, as well as personal consultation between President 
Eisenhower and President Arbenz of Guatemala to eliminate 


the tensions between the two countries. . 

We further urge our government to withhold blind support 
of Latin American dictators and to give its moral support to 
those individuals and movements which express the legitimate, 
democratic aspirations of the peoples of the Americas. wa 
RESOLUTION Re Seating the People’s Republic of China in 

the United Nations . 

The United States Section of the Women’s Internaiiona! 
League for Peace and Freedom, assembled in Annual Meeting in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, June 15, 1954, strongly encourages our 
government to support the seating of the People’s Republic of 
China in the United Nations as a legally sound policy as well as 
an act of justice toward the 450,000,000 Chinese who should be 
represented by their government in the world community and 
as indispensable to the achievement of peace in Asia on which 
human survival depends. 

RESOLUTIONS were also passed re: Military Aid to the 
Middle East, Military Aid to Pakistan, The Tennessee Valley 
Authority, Development of Atomic Energy, Supreme Court De 
cision on Segregation, Wiretapping, Senator Joseph R. McCarthy. 
and Employment of Illegal Entrants from Mexico. Restricticns 
of space prevent our printing them in this issue, but copies of 
these resolutions may be obtained from the Philadelphia office. 


DOMESTIC POLICIES 


(Continued from Page 3) 

The League believes that freedom to travel outside 
the United States should be available to all citizens as a 
right and not a privilege. It believes that denial of pass- 
ports to individuals because of opinion or affiliation, as 
well as curtailment of travel to certain areas constitutes 
a threat to the freedom and rights guaranteed under the 
Constitution. It further believes that the interests of 
democracy can best be served by the guarantee of free- 
dom of entry and unrestricted travel for visitors to the 
United States. 
VII. IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION: 

The Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom believes that the objectives of a sound immi- 
gration law should be to permit the orderly migration of 
people limited only by the ability of this country to pro- 
vide for their social and economic welfare. The law 
should adhere to the principles of non-discrimination on 
the ground of creed, race, political opinion, or national 
origin; protect the rights of all citizens whether native 
born or naturalized, as well as of our resident aliens; 
and preserve the standards of fair judicial process 
and review. 


NEW ADDRESS 
The Washington Legislative Office is now located at 
214 SECOND ST., N.E. 
Washington 2, D.C. 
Tel. Lincoln 6-8840 


